
     The  Cente r  f o r  Equa l  Acces s  (CEA )  has

been  condensed  to  one  o f f i ce  i n  the  Sc ience

Cente r .  Th i s  move  was  done  to  l im i t  s tudent

con fus ion  and  to  sepa ra te  Counse l ing

Se r v i ce s  f r om  the  CEA .            

     The  Cente r  has  a l so  had  changes  occu r

w i th in  the  depa r tment .  Mel i s sa  Watschke ,

f o rmer l y  the  d i rec to r  o f  the  CEA ,  has  moved

to  a  new  pos i t i on  as  the  T i t l e  I X  coo rd ina to r .

She  i s  s t i l l  ava i l ab le  to  he lp  s tudent s  and  can

s t i l l  be  a  po in t  o f  contac t  f o r  the  s tudent

body .  Je s s i ca  Johns ton ,  the  Di rec to r  o f

Academic  Acces s  and  Suppor t ,  r ea f f i rmed

th i s ,  “She  r ema ins  wi th in  our  t eam ;  j u s t  i n  a

d i f f e ren t  capac i t y . ”  The  Cente r  i s  s t i l l  l ook ing

to  f u l f i l l  the  pos i t i on  tha t  Watschke  l e f t .

B ianca  Asp in  l e f t  he r  pos i t i on  as  acces s

spec i a l i s t  a t  the  Co l l ege  to  f u r the r  he r

educa t i on ,  and  the  Cente r  welcomes  i n

Hannah  R icha rds  to  f i l l  th i s  pos i t i on .          

     Hannah  R icha rds  i s  a  CSS  gradua te  f r om

the  c l a s s  o f  2018 .  Af te r  gradua t ion  she

a t tended  St .  C loud  Sta te  Un i ve r s i t y  (SCSU )  

f o r  he r  maste r ’ s  degree .  She  cu r ren t l y  has  a

bache lo r ’ s  i n  psycho logy  and  he r  maste r ’ s  i n

rehab i l i t a t i on  counse l ing .  At  SCSU  she  was

ab le  to  comple te  an  i n te rnsh ip  wi th  the i r

compara t i ve  o f f i ce .  R icha rds  dec ided  tha t  she

loved  the  pos i t i on ,  but  wanted  to  be  back  i n

Du lu th .  “Af te r  tha t  eve r y th ing  f e l l  i n to  p lace , ”

sa id  R icha rds ,  “ I  saw  the  j ob  pos t ing  and

     R icha rds  wou ld  l i ke  to  imp lement  a  new

prog ram  whi l e  a t  CSS .  Th i s  wi l l  be  a  co l l ege

mento r sh ip  prog ram  where  h igh  schoo l

s tudent s  wi th  d i sab i l i t i e s  a re  matched  wi th

co l l ege  s tudent s  wi th  s im i l a r  o r  the  same

d i sab i l i t y .  The  prog ram  wi l l  he lp  h igh  schoo l

s tudent s  wi th  d i sab i l i t i e s  to  r ecogn i ze  tha t

co l l ege  i s  a  poss ib l e  path  f o r  themse l ve s .          

     I n  he r  f r ee  t ime  R icha rds  en joy s  spend ing

t ime  wi th  he r  f ami l y  and  he r  dog .  Dur ing

COV ID ,  she  spent  much  more  o f  he r  t ime

h ik ing  i n  Du lu th  wi th  he r  dog  and  c ra f t i ng

than  she  was  ab le  to  i n  the  pas t .  R icha rds

sa id ,  “ I  en joy  c roche t ing  and  mak ing  th ings

when  I  c ra f t . ”           Though  the  CEA  has  gone

th rough  a  se r i e s  o f  changes  ove r  the  summer

months ,  one  th ing  r ema ins  the  same :  the  CEA

s ta f f  i s  ded ica ted  to  he lp ing  s tudent s  wi th

d i sab i l i t i e s  th r i ve  a t  CSS .
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     The  r e tu rn  to  campus  th i s  f a l l  may  have

been  an  unsu re  one  f o r  many  co l l ege  campuses

a round  the  count r y .  Whi le  The  Co l l ege  o f  St .

Scho la s t i ca  was  ab le  to  r eopen  wi th  our  new

sa fe t y  precau t ions ,  many  h ighe r  educa t i on

in s t i tu t i ons  had  l e s s  s t ab le  beg inn ings .            

     Here  i n  the  tw in  por t s ,  howeve r ,  many

ins t i tu t i ons  were  ab le  to  have  s im i l a r  p lans  to

reopen .  Look ing  a t  Lake  Supe r io r  Co l l ege  (LSC ) ,

the  Un i ve r s i t y  o f  Wiscons in  Supe r io r  (UWS )  and

the  Un i ve r s i t y  o f  Minneso ta  Du lu th  (UMD ) ,  the i r

methods  o f  how  to  hand le  the  f a l l  2020

semes te r  a re  most l y  s im i l a r  wi th  a  f ew  h iccups

a long  the  way .          
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UMD's mascot, Champ, demonstrates

the importance of wearing a face

mask. Submitted photo. 
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